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2019-2020 Board of Directors Year-End Report 
 
It has been another active year for Saskatoon Cycles with both highs and lows. Cathy Watts, 
our long-time chairperson and champion for a livable, active Saskatoon with a passion for bike 
riding, passed away in September. We are missing her, saddened by her passing and send our 
most heartfelt sympathies to her husband Trent and their family. In reviewing the minutes of our 
last year of activities I came across the following quote from Cathy: 

 
In the past eight years, since the inception of Saskatoon Cycles, 
North America has exploded with increased numbers of people who 
are cycling. This is a movement that has been driven by many factors 
related to our times and include concerns about health, environment, 
climate change and the understanding that a continued focus on 
cars often only carrying one person and the sprawl of urban design 
has not led to the lively and vibrant city that people long for. 
 
In many cities there have been tremendous efforts to build safe 
infrastructure to accommodate people who are cycling and walking. 

Our neighbours in Calgary, Edmonton and Winnipeg are leading these initiatives on the prairie. 
In most cities there has been considerable push back. Perceived threats to business with 
concerns about parking and to motorists who have enjoyed a century of a notion that cars own 
the road have sucked the oxygen out of most council chambers. 
 
Saskatoon has not been immune from this pressure and fear. 
 
Change is difficult. I imagine it was also difficult for the people in the pictures of Saskatoon in 
1907 who were trying to navigate their horse drawn wagons as well as vehicles and 
pedestrians who were all trying to get somewhere. This is not new. 
 
We are now sitting at a pivotal moment where you will have the opportunity to look beyond the 
negativism of some elements of our community. 
 
I am hopeful that the ultimate decision you make will move from excuses to aspiration. 
If this plan is ultimately defeated by rejection or by never receiving the funding that is required 
to roll it out you have forgotten that your responsibility is to work towards the safety and well 
being of all citizens. 

 
Cathy Watts, Letter to Council about the Downtown Cycling Network Plan 2018 
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 Cathy’s hard work, accomplishments and vision continue to inspire us. A group of us have been 
meeting to look at ways of honouring Cathy including possible naming opportunities and a 
scholarship fund. We will keep Saskatoon Cycles members updated as these plans unfold.  

 
 COVID-19 has affected our community in different ways - positive and negative - new and 
renewed. And of course it has also affected the operations of Saskatoon Cycles.  We were not 
able to hold our annual Bike Valets this summer as the festivals we normally parked bikes at 
were either cancelled or held virtually. We had the same experience with the annual Bike to 
Work Day. The City of Saskatoon awarded us the contract to organize Bike to Work Day 2020 
but we were not able to hold it due to physical distancing requirements.  We had also hoped to 
hold our second annual Used Bike Sale and Expo; again cancelled due to physical distancing 
requirements, although we have developed an alternative plan for this activity which I will speak 
to shortly.  Although Saskatoon Cycles is financially healthy, these developments reduced our 
revenues which are critical in allowing your board to undertake advocacy initiatives and 
educational programs.  We are greatly appreciative of the donations we received in the last year 
as they have helped offset the lost revenue.  

 
 However, COVID-19 has also inspired us to advocate for improvements in city policies to 
support more cycling and walking in the city and brought us together with new partners. 
Working with neighbourhood residents, a variety of professionals and citizens with an interest in 
having an active population, a request was made of Council to create an open street along 
Spadina Avenue for use by pedestrians and cyclists. The objective was to reduce pedestrian 
congestion on sidewalks and shared pathways and allow people an opportunity to enjoy the 
outdoors during a period of restrictions in social gatherings.  We were not successful in our 

request but will continue to advocate for open street 
initiatives. Later in the evening we will hear from 
Canada Bikes about municipalities who did repurpose 
streets for increased pedestrian and cycling use and 
how those initiatives have evolved. Thank you to all who 
signed this request of the City of Saskatoon.  
 
 The City of Saskatoon passed the long awaited 
revisions to the Bike Bylaw. When the draft bylaw was 
introduced to Council an unrealistic proposal was made 

by them to include a clause to introduce one meter distancing between cyclists and pedestrians 
on shared pathways.  We made it clear that this was not workable and appreciated the support 
of those Council members who voted against the proposal including Cynthia Block, Charlie 
Clark, Sarina Gershner, Hilary Gough, Zach Jeffries and Mairin Loewen. Cycling advocates 
nationally helped us in our efforts, some describing Saskatoon as becoming infamous for its 
poor attitude towards improving cycling conditions given first, the removal of the separated bike 
lanes last year and then this proposal. This did spark media opportunities including my 
participation on a CBC noon hour call-in show as well as Cathy and other members of the 
Board being interviewed by other media outlets.  

 
In the discussion of the updated bylaw we also contributed our voice to concerns related to 
cycling on sidewalks.  The Board of Directors’ position is that cycling on sidewalks should not 
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be restricted to children under 14 years of age; rather people of all ages should be able to bike 
on sidewalks when biking on the roadway is unsafe, the cyclist is riding at pedestrian speed and 
the city clearly designates which sidewalks cyclists should not ride on, for example, in 
commercial areas, such as the downtown business area and sections of 33rd Street, 20th 
Street and Central Avenue.  

 
 Another significant advocacy piece was participation in the Livable YXE election awareness 
campaign.  This included surveying candidates regarding their views on Active Transportation 
and a virtual mayoral candidate forum.  Over 100 people participated in the virtual forum which 
is one of the positive aspects of the COVID lock-down; participants were able to enjoy a high 
quality event from their homes learning about the views of the candidates to influence their 
election choices.  

 
 We participated throughout the year in City of Saskatoon consultation sessions including 
participating in the Active Transportation Advisory Committee and neighbourhood sessions 
aimed at getting citizen input on the planned infrastructure improvements that affect cycling 
routes.   

 
 To help get people out of the house and into the fresh air we 
organized slow rolls. Member Joanne Cliff led a slow roll 
through her favourite parts of the city. You may have heard 
on the news that Joanne achieved the goal of biking down 
every street in the city; she is an inspiration to all of us. 
Members Linda Moskalyk and Tom Gode from SOS Trees 
Coalition led a “Treecycle” slow roll with participants 
stopping at locations where they could learn about and 
enjoy the green canopy of Saskatoon.   Another of our members, Leila Olfert organized an 
#byxe Bike Bingo with members and their families encouraged to ride to locations featured 
on a bingo card she created using images of her bike parked at favourite spots in Saskatoon. 
And there was the slow roll for Cathy Watts, organized by former board member, Hilary Gough, 
allowing hundreds of us to offer support to Cathy in her final days. 

 
 

 We renewed our relationship with the City of Saskatoon 
Police Service this year and hope to continue to work closely 
with them.  We continue to encourage them in efforts to 
enhance programs to reduce bike theft, appreciated their 
support of events such as the slow rolls, featured their bike 
riding officers in our newsletter and introduced ideas to 
them, such as their participation in future Bike to Work days. 
 
 
Our partnerships remain strong including with Bridge City 

Bicycle Co-op, Bus Riders of Saskatoon, Canada Bikes, In-motion, Walk Saskatoon, businesses, 
professionals, university departments and citizen activists who support improved bike riding 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/byxe?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
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conditions. All of us, working together, can achieve successes which 
might not be possible if only one of those partners is active on an issue.  

 
 There were many media activities in the past year including regular 
blog posts written by Greg Basky our Operations and Communications 
Manager which highlighted the diversity of bike riding activities in 
Saskatoon, interviews with the Star Phoenix, CTV, Global, CKOM 
Radio, Switching Gears Bike Radio and CBC Saskatoon and an 
increased social media presence.  

 
 We are looking forward to projects that have been started but will roll 
out (excuse the pun) during the next year.  Ben Ralston, University of Saskatchewan, College of 
Law, is working with us on a Pro Bono student project to look at provincial cycling regulations. 
We are holding a virtual Bike Sale and encourage you to look at our Instagram and Facebook 
accounts to see if there are bikes you would like to purchase. We are also hopeful that physical 
distancing restrictions will lessen and we will be able to resume our Bike Valet and Bike to Work 
programs. We hope to meet in the next few months with representatives of Wanuskewin park to 
explore activities that we can co-sponsor.  

 
 Special thank you to a number of people.  These include our hard-working board members, who 
have taken on specific volunteer roles and contribute in other ways that are too numerous to 
mention. They are: Jim Arnold, media spokesperson and liaison with community agencies; 
Gwen Charman, Treasurer and volunteer bookkeeper; John Dosman, media spokesperson and 
Livable YXE liaison; Erin Edwards, Secretary and Bike Valet and Bike sale coordinator; and 
Zack MacGregor, leader and participant in the City’s local area consultations. Thank you to 
other members of our team: Operations and Communications Manager, Greg Basky; Gord 
Holtslander, our volunteer IT Manager; and Murray Gross, Livable YXE coordinator.   

 
 I would also like to thank the many volunteers, supporters and partners who together help 
Saskatoon Cycles achieve its goal of a city in which people from 8 to 80 can cycle safely in all 
neighbourhoods and for all activities of daily living.  

 
 Although I am not putting my name forth for another term on the Board of Directors I will 
continue to remain involved in Saskatoon Cycles as a volunteer.  I’ve made many friends 
through my involvement and feel a special bond with our members who are so passionate in 
their collective efforts to improve bike and walking conditions in our City and nation.  

 
Ingrid Larson, Chairperson, for the Board of Directors, November 10, 2020 AGM 

 

 


